Passion Month  

Calendar of Readings and Prayers



From the Latin passus, meaning “to suffer”, “passion” was a term the early church used to describe the emotional, physical, and spiritual suffering of Jesus, beginning with His betrayal and culminating in His death on the cross.

As we approach Good Friday and Easter, our prayer is that these readings from John Piper’s book Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to Die, and the related Scripture, will encourage you to live and pray in light of the cross. 



Start date: Monday, March 16th, 2009
Day 1 – [Reading: Introduction] Pray that God would fill your heart and mind with the richness of the Cross of Jesus Christ. Pray as well that God’s filling you would overflow to others who need to hear of God’s love through Jesus.

Day 2— [Reading: Reasons 1 & 2] Pray that God would be humbling you with the reality of Jesus’ faithfulness in the face of the cruel cross.

Day 3— [Reading: Reasons 3 & 4] Pray that God would cultivate a greater obedience in you because of Jesus' obedience on the cross.

Day 4— [Reading: Reasons 5 & 6] Pray for a greater appreciation of God's love, as evidenced by the death of Jesus, and that our acceptance of that love will lead others to receive His gift.

Day 5— [Reading: Reasons 7 & 8] Pray that you would understand, to a greater degree, the terrible situation from which Jesus Christ ransomed you by His death. Let that understanding drive you to worship.

Day 6— [Reading: Reasons 9 & 10] Pray that you would be obedient to forgive others from the heart in light of the forgiveness that comes through the cross.

Day 7— [Reading: Reasons 11 & 12] Pray that God keeps you from pursuing your own righteousness, or right standing before Him. Pray that you would rest in the righteousness that Jesus makes possible.

Day 8— [Reading: Reasons 13 & 14] Pray that God would cause you to rest and rejoice in the covenant love that is secure because of Jesus' passion.

Day 9— [Reading: Reasons 15 & 16] Pray that this day you would walk in a manner worthy of the incredible calling we have received because of the cross.

Day 10— [Reading: Reasons 17 & 18] Pray that God would deepen your affections for the goodness that Jesus' death has made available to us.

Day 11— [Reading: Reasons 19 & 20] Pray for those in your life who need the eternal life that the death of Jesus Christ has made possible for all who believe.

Day 12— [Reading: Reasons 21 & 22] Pray that God, through the power of the cross, would purify your heart this day so that you would delight in Him above everything else. 

Day 13— [Reading: Reasons 23 & 24] Pray that you would live in the liberating confidence that you belong to God because of what Jesus has done.

Day 14— [Reading: Reasons 25 & 26] Pray that God would bring your heart and mind back, throughout the day, to the reality that Jesus is our Great High Priest, standing before God on our behalf.

Day 15— [Reading: Reasons 27 & 28] Pray that you walk this day in the freedom of the cross, the freedom that liberates us from the bondage of the past.

Day 16— [Reading: Reasons 29 & 30] Pray for those you know who need to be set free from the power of sin through the power of Christ's sacrifice.

Day 17— [Reading: Reasons 31 & 32] Pray that God would show us how the death of Christ empowers us to live first for Him and not ourselves.

Day 18— [Reading: Reasons 33 & 34] Pray that God would help you to see the centrality of the cross so that you would only boast in Jesus' sacrifice for you.

Day 19— [Reading: Reasons 35 & 36] Pray for the marriages around you, that they would be shaped first and foremost by the self-giving love of Jesus.

Day 20— [Reading: Reasons 37 & 38] Pray for the humility to live this day in lowliness because of the example and empowerment of the cross. Praise God for the spiritual family He has created through the cross.

Day 21— [Reading: Reasons 39 & 40] Pray that God would fill you with the hope that can be yours in the face of death because of the victory of Jesus Christ.

Day 22— [Reading: Reasons 41 & 42] Pray that God would give you His joy in light of Jesus' triumph over the destructive influence of the powers of darkness.

Day 23— [Reading: Reasons 43 & 44] Pray that God would help us live with one another in the spiritual unity that the death of Jesus makes possible.

Day 24— [Reading: Reasons 45 & 46] Pray for God's work around the world, that the way of grace opened up by the cross, would be found by many, many more.

Day 25— [Reading: Reasons 47 & 48] Pray that God would inspire praise in you because Jesus' death has rescued us from the coming judgment.

Day 26— [Reading: Reasons 49 & 50] Pray that God would give you the eyes to see how the resurrection of Jesus validates the work of cross, and the lips to praise Him in light of his incomparable power and grace.

